
TO: Prospective Cleveland Sundancer Team Member

FROM: Nicole Narong & Katie Maddox, Sundancer Coaches

SUBJECT: Varsity Dance Team Tryouts for 2008-2009

Students who are interested in trying out for the Cleveland High School (CHS) Sundancers

must attend BOTH of the following tryout/teaching clinics:

WHEN: Wednesday, May 21, 6 - 9 p.m. (Enter through foyer doors on Franklin St.)

Thursday, May 22, 6 - 9 p.m.

WHERE: Cleveland High School Gym

SE 26th & Franklin Street

TRYOUTS

Each evening of Tryouts, applicants should wear comfortable clothes (not long pants, jeans or

baggy clothing) with their hair tied back. Prospective dance team members will learn one

short routine that they must perform May 22. That evening, applicants will be divided into

groups for the performances. Selection as a “Sundancer” will be based on the student's

performance at tryouts as well as their application.

COMMITMENT

Selection as a member of the Sundancer team represents a considerable commitment in

terms of time, money, and energy for the entire school year.

PRACTICES

Practice attendance is mandatory for all dance team members (from mid-August to mid-

March):

• a minimum of two after-school or evening practices per week (Mondays and

Wednesdays in 3½-hour time blocks)

• two practices weekday mornings before school (Monday and Wednesday mornings)

From mid-August to October, these practices will be held in the CHS gym; from November to

mid-March, the after-school or evening practices may be moved to a location to be

determined. From time to time, it may also be necessary to have a 6:00 a.m. practice,

extend the after-school/evening practice or add an additional practice (particularly on the

Friday before a Saturday competition).

Because CHS has only one gym, the dance team's practice days/times are not written in

stone. Consequently, if the time or location is changed—even with very little notice—it is very

likely the result of a gym conflict that is out of our control.



Neither are the practice times noted above written in stone. It is possible (though not

probable) that in the process of finalizing practices times in the fall of 2008, Cleveland’s

Athletic Director could change our practice times.

PRACTICE ATTIRE

Team members need to practice in black unitards, which will be purchased by the team. If

team members come to practice in inappropriate attire, they will be sent home.

ABSENCES

During practices, we teach and perfect our performance and competition routines.

Consequently, any absence from practice is problematic for the Sundancer as well as for the

team, as it creates a hole in the routine's pattern. An absence from practice could mean a

Sundancer will not get to dance in the next performance. (And if absent from too many

practices, a Sundancer may be removed from the team). Attendance in ALL school classes on

practice days is required, but unless an absence is pre-arranged (e.g., missed third period

because of a dental appointment, absent all day because of a college visit, etc.), a Sundancer

may not participate in practice or, depending on the proximity of the absence to a

performance, perform with the dance team.

GRADES

It is a privilege to be selected as a Sundancer. However, it does come with some

responsibilities related to academic grades. Related to grades, dance team members are

governed by OSAA rules and CHS Athletic Department rules. To be eligible for team

membership under OSAA rules, YOU MUST BE PASSING 5 CLASSES THE FINAL SEMESTER OF THIS

SCHOOL YEAR. If a Sundancer receives an “F”, that team member will be placed on academic

probation and will not be able to dance for the entire grade term that follows. If the team

member continues to show poor academic achievement, the Sundancer may be removed from

the team. If this occurs, athletes cannot try out for our team, or any other athletic team at

Cleveland High School, in the fall of 2009.

Dance team members are expected to maintain a 2.0 GPA with no “F” grades in any classes.

They are also expected to attend ALL classes. Skipping classes could be grounds for a team

member to be put on probation for a term or for being removed from the team.

COMPETITIONS/EXHIBITIONS

We participate in approximately 8-10 competitions/exhibitions during the school year. This

involves: participating with the dance team all day on at least six Saturdays, two or three

week-nights per week and some in-school activities. We also perform at halftime shows for

football and basketball games. We may work with the band for the Rose Festival parades and

at times have been asked to participate in Cleveland’s Rose Festival Ambassador selection

assembly.



EXPENSES

Being a member of the dance team will involve some expense. Team members will need to

purchase their personal rehearsal clothes. The Portland Interscholastic League charges a

sports participation fee of $175.00, and at the beginning of the school year, an incidental fee

of $50.00 will be charged to each Sundancer member's account. Although as a team, we have

fund-raising projects that all team members are expected to participate in to defer

competition costume expenses ($525 per person), team members are highly encouraged to

acquire personal sponsors (family members, friends, and commercial entities) to reduce

their family's out-of-pocket expenses. Although it takes a great deal of dedication on the part

of a Sundancer and his/her parents, it is possible to acquire enough sponsors to limit out-of-

pocket expenses to $100-200 plus the sports participation fee.

DANCE CAMP

During the summer (July date to be announced) team members are required to attend

Thunderbird Dance Camp at the University of Portland. The cost is $245.00. This camp

experience will improve dance technique, develop skills, build endurance, and focus on team

bonding and motivation. It is very beneficial to the individual as well as to the team, and it is

a great deal of fun!

TRYOUT DOCUMENTS

Attached are the following documents that must be completed and brought with the

prospective team member to the first night of tryouts (May 21).

1. Parent/applicant agreement (MUST be signed by a parent and the applicant).

2. Applicant's Certification Form (MUST be completed by the applicant's school counselor)

3. Application for Cleveland High School Sundancer Varsity Dance Team

PARENT MEETING

A 15-minute parent meeting to orient new parents with the CHS dance team's program will be

held in the Gym foyer on the first night of tryouts, Tuesday, May 21, 2008, from 6:00 –

6:15 p.m. in the Gym foyer.

Thank you for your interest in the Sundancers. We look forward to see you on May 21 & 22!



APPLICANT'S CERTIFICATION FORM

NAME:

REG: GRADE IN 2008-2009:

TEACHERS:

All teachers of this current grading term must sign and indicate whether the student passing

her/his class. Comments are welcome.

PERIOD CLASS TEACHER PASSING "D"OR"F"

1 _________________ _____ _________

2 _________________ _____ _________

3 _________________ _____ _________

4 _________________ _____ _________

5 _________________ _____ _________

6 _________________ _____ _________

7 _________________ _____ _________

8 _________________ _____ _________

COUNSELOR:

Has the student passed FIVE or more classes last semester?

_____ YES _____ NO (no F grades)

Has the student maintained a 2.0 GPA this school year?

_____ YES _____ NO Cumulative GPA for 2007-2008:

Is student in the any following? Check all that apply—To help coach address the needs of all the

athletes.

TAG, IB, IEP, ELL, Modified Diploma

Counselor's Signature:

COMMENTS:


